February 5, 2012
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
Organ Prelude
* Words of Welcome and Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle

* Call to Worship: (responsive)

   
L: 
The God of love calls us to a ministry of fellowship of love.

   
P: 
We respond as we come together, united in heart and mind.

   
L: 
The God of love is with us ~ now and always.

   
P: 
Let us worship the God whose love and presence never ends.
* Choral Introit: Spirit Of Life


Spirit of Life, come unto me,


Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion


Blow in the wind, rise in the sea;


Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.


Roots hold me close; wings set me free;


Spirit of Life, come to me; come to me.
* Prayer of Approach: (in unison)


Loving God, you call us in many ways in life; the call to worship, the call to ministry, the call to love and service. We respond to your call this day as we gather in this place and time. Use this time of worship to better prepare us to answer your call and be the people you would have us be. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

* Hymn:  Praise, My Soul, The God Of Heaven  -  VU 240
Prayer of Confession: (in unison)

Loving God, you come to us in so many different ways and, in so many different ways, we resist you. You offer us your love but we try to withhold our love from others; you offer us forgiveness but we refuse to share it and hold onto our ill feelings toward others; you offer us your promises but our faith falters and we take an attitude of “seeing is believing.” Forgive us. Help us to find our way upon your paths once more that we might walk in the ways of your love. For our sake, and in Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Litany of Assurance: A Song Of Faith (opening stanza)
One: 
God is Holy Mystery, beyond complete knowledge, above perfect description. Yet, in love, the one eternal God seeks relationship.

All:
So God creates the universe and within it the possibility of being and relating. God tends the universe mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. God enlivens the universe, guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. Grateful for God’s loving action, we cannot keep from singing.
Hearts and Hands
Ministry of Music  

Minute for Mission

 
Offering Invitation:


One:
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). Thank goodness! In these dark days of Canadian winter, we need the light. Our light is Christ, who shines for us. Christ’s light draws us in and fortifies us. We need Christ’s strength and brightness to be able to help others and to do the work of the church. As we celebrate Jesus’ life-giving light, let us offer our gifts in thanks for God’s precious gift to us.
Offertory Hymn:
Arise, Your Light Is Come  - VU 79
* Offertory:
The Doxology



Praise God from whom all blessings flow!



Praise him all creatures here below!



Praise him above ye heavenly host!



Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

* Prayer of Dedication:  (in unison)



We pray that these gifts, and those already given through PAR, will be used to

further our ministry. God, thank you for sending us Jesus, who shines like a beacon in our 

darkest hours. Help us to mirror that light to the world. Amen.
Hebrew Scriptures:
Isaiah 40:21-31


Responsive Psalm: 
147:1-11  (869 VU  -  Part One)
 

Gloria Patri (in unison)


Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson:  1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Gospel Lesson:  Mark 1:29-39




Sermon

Service of the Table (see liturgy booklet)
* Hymn:
  O Christ, In Thee My Soul  -  630 VU
* Commissioning
* Choral Benediction: (tune Edelweiss)


May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever;


Grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavour;


Lift up your eyes and see God’s face,


Live in God’s grace forever;


May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever.

